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ENGAGING CiVviC ENGAGEMENT:

FRAMING THE CIVIC EDUCATION MOVEMENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION

By Chad Woolard

“Scholars interested in the civic education movement in higher education have
E NGAGI NG long struggled with efforts to reach consensus on a definition for civic
engagement. In this book, Dr. Woolard exposes the lack of conceptual clarity
ClVlC and offers ground breaking analysis of many of the predominant perspectives

in this debate.”

ENGAG EMENT —Stephen Hunt, lllinois State University

CHAD WOOLARD “With his very thorough Gramscian analysis, Woolard provides a virtual
epistemology of each singular approach to civic education—its history, aims,
pedagogy, even its scholarly literature and rhetoric...Woolard uses his
analysis to develop a pedagogy that could make a collection of disparate
approaches more unified in its intentions. His frames analysis offers hundreds
of reasons why these singular programs are more compatible than we think,
INHIGHER EDUCATION and how clear, common goals can be discovered. His practical lists of major
scholars, sponsors and practitioners makes this book a uniquely valuable
resource for champions of civic education.”

—John W. Presley, lllinois State University

FRAMING THE
CIVIC EDUCATION MOVEMENT

ABOUT THIS BOOK

Civic education in higher education is housed in various types of institutions (i.e., community colleges, four year
universities, public and private institutions), institutional offices, academic departments, and larger, cross-campus
initiatives and organizations. Civic education programs promote numerous activities to foster student engagement both
inside and outside the classroom. Many in higher education have embraced the civic education movement; however, as
with other social movements, the civic education movement is still a contested area. Defining civic education (i.e., civic
engagement, service learning, political engagement, community engagement, etc.) becomes problematic because there
seems to be as many terms for civic education as there are civic education scholars. Engaging Civic Engagement:
Framing the Civic Education Movement in Higher Education provides a comparative analysis of major approaches to
civic education in the civic education moment, including implications for higher education.
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